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One of the key ingredients of a successful sporting club like ours is to have strong traditions. It is 

important to recognise our history, and to acknowledge the individuals who have played a major 

role in getting us to where we are today. 

Armidale Cycling Club may be small, but we have a history of producing athletes who have 

performed at the highest levels of Australian cycling, along with great individual performances from 

many riders who might not necessarily be the most talented. While at the end of the day the 

individual has to have the legs, no one does it without support, and the club plays a vital role here. 

In 2013, the Committee of Armidale Cycling Club has decided to formally acknowledge the 

contributions of three members to the development of the club and the sport of cycling in general 

over many years. We have made Jock Bullen, Col Maciver, and Peter Wilkinson Honorary Life 

Members of Armidale Cycling Club. 

Jock Bullen 

Jock Bullen is one of the living legends of Australian cycling. He had a long career as a successful 

competitor himself, riding as an amateur in Newcastle, starting as a 15 year old in the mid 1950’s 

and specialising as a track sprinter. He went on to win 12 NSW state and country titles, and 

represented NSW at national championships on a number of occasions, with his best result a third 

place in a scratch race final (a result replicated by his son Mark some years later). During that time 

Jock also played professional soccer and represented Australia as a goal keeper. 

On retirement from competition, Jock became a bicycle sales rep, and that led him to purchasing 

Jack Forbes’ Bicycle Store in Armidale in late 1973, and relocating his family in early 1974. Although 

at that time Armidale had a cycling club, there were no regular events until Jock decided it would be 

a good idea to arrange a race starting in Rusden Street outside the current council chambers, out to 

Dangarsleigh Road, around Kellys Plains, and back to finish in Rusden Street (race approvals were not 

quite as strict in 1975). Out of that re-birth of the club, a program of weekly races began which was 

the forerunner of what we still do today. In those early days they raced on Puddledock, Rockvale, 

and Dangarsleigh Roads. 

An important part of the structure at the time was that the local clubs were part of a Northern 

Division which held events from which riders qualified for Country, and then State championships, 

and Jock was the first President of Northern Division. 

From there he moved on to managing various state and national teams, both road and track, 

arranging logistical support at events within Australia and overseas. He was also involved in setting 

up the Australian Cycling Federation’s Italian base from which a number of Australian riders tried 

their luck and made their first steps into racing on the world scene.  

Eventually he moved into the role we best know him for, that of mechanic on many national teams, 

starting with the Commonwealth Games in Brisbane in 1982, and including 6 Olympic Games and 

numerous World Championships. His last games were the Olympics in Beijing in 2008, so over a 26 

year period Jock was lucky enough to witness and be part of some of the great performances of 

Australian cycling. 



On top of all that, Jock has been a commissaire for many years, as well as a Level 2 coach, and in 

between times built handmade bikes ridden and raced by many local riders. 

While his direct involvement in the sport has scaled back in the last few years, he can still be found 

most days in the workshop of Armidale Bicycle Centre keeping our bikes race worthy. 

          

Col Maciver 

Col Maciver migrated with his family from Scotland to Australia in 1985, and they found their way to 

Armidale shortly afterwards for Col to take up an engineering position with Armidale Council, a job 

he only recently retired from. 

Col first became a member of Armidale Cycling Club in 1986, having had no previous experience in 

cycle racing. But his competitive nature soon came to the fore, and he set himself a goal of winning a 

medal at the Northern Division championships. It took him until 1989 to achieve this, with a bronze, 

and with that the die was cast. Between 1989 and 2006, Col won a total of 31 medals (including 19 

gold) at Northern Division and Country championships.  

Moving on from there, Col started competing at NSW Masters championships, winning his first state 

title in 1995, and since then going on to win a further 27. In total, Col has won 50 medals at NSW 

Masters Championships (at least that’s what could be found in his trophy cabinet – there may well 

be more!). 

Col has also been successful at National Masters, winning 6 Australian titles, for a total of 26 medals, 

and on the limited number of occasions he has been able to compete at World Masters 

Championships has won three bronze medals. So in total, Col has won 100 medals at various 

Masters Championships over the years, which is an absolutely remarkable achievement.  

Add to that seven finishes in Grafton to Inverell, a win in the Keegan Downs Memorial, and many 

successes in races around the region. One great example of Col’s toughness that we got to witness 

(more often than not we don’t see his races) was a win in B grade at the Autumn Festival Criterium 

in 2007: dangling off the back of the pack for the first half of the race chasing riders less than half his 

age, hanging in and waiting to work his way through the field in the latter stages of the race to hit 

the front when it counted.  

As a rider, a few things stand out about Col, the first being his remarkable longevity. Raw talent can 

only get you so far: it takes a great deal of mental toughness to keep performing at the highest level, 

and Col has that in spades. He also has one of the most efficient and smooth riding styles you will 

ever see. The way Col goes about his preparation and racing has been an inspiration to many club 

members over the years. 

Col’s efforts have also been acknowledged outside cycling. In 2000 to commemorate the Sydney 

Olympics he was awarded an Australian Sports Medal (including a document signed by the Prime 

Minister and Governor General), and in 2009 he was named Armidale Senior Sports Star of the year. 



Over many years Col has been a real stalwart of the club, contributing in many ways over and above 

his racing. He has served as President, and is currently the Club Handicapper, and is a source of 

much wisdom for the Committee. Col is also very generous in helping other riders, along with being 

quick to let people know exactly what he thinks about what they are doing! 

         

Peter Wilkinson 

About the same time that Col Maciver joined the club, a “slightly” overweight carpet layer from 

Bingara walked into Armidale Bicycle Centre and announced to Jock Bullen that he wanted someone 

to teach him how to race bikes. While Jock may have viewed him with mild scepticism at first it soon 

became obvious that he was deadly serious. That carpet layer was none other Peter Wilkinson, 

Wilko as he is universally known in the cycling community. 

As a new cyclist, Wilko quickly started to find his legs at the club level, and was recognised as “Most 

Improved Rider” in 1988. He went on to win Club Championships in 1993 and 2003 and also won 

various medals at Northern Division Championships. Between 1992 and 1998 he won 7 gold medals 

and 1 silver at this level, mostly in time trials, but also in road races. 

Between 1991 and 1995 he also won 4 gold medals and 2 silver in veterans divisions at NSW state 

and country championships. The one which stands out for Wilko (judging from the stories he tells 

about it!) was the NSW Team Time Trial Championship he won in 1993 with Geoff Skaines, Alan 

Spokes and Geoff Cropper. They broke the record by three and a half minutes, which led to the rules 

being changed to prevent small country clubs from banding together to form composite teams. 

Wilko also rode and finished the Grafton to Inverell three times, and his strength as a climber made 

him well suited to this toughest of races. Riding in C grade, in 1990 he finished 30th, in 1993 12th, and 

in 1996 he made the top 10 (and ironically would have been second had he been in B grade, which 

started with C that year). 

It would be fair to say that Wilko’s most successful years as a rider were in the early to mid 90’s. Life 

has a habit of getting in the way though, and in the late 1990’s the Wilkinson family faced a major 

challenge with the serious illness of their son (and brother) Cole who was also a member of the club. 

Cole eventually recovered, and it was at this time that the club adopted the “Never Ever Give Up” 

motto together with the “Frog” symbol we have had on our jerseys ever since. 

While Wilko is undoubtedly one of the best Masters cyclists the club has produced, it is as a coach 

and mentor for other riders that he has made his greatest contribution to the club. Wilko was a Level 

1 accredited coach between 1996 and 2013, and there is a long list of people he has worked with 

over that time. Those who Wilko has freely helped (among others) include, Michael Davison, Alwyn 

Miller, Jason Blanch, Mitch Bullen, Reece and Kyle O’Hara, Alex Phillips, Lasse Mikkelsen, Geoff 

Straub, Gillian Backhouse, Cody, Kirk and Reece Burton, Ben Castle, Georgie Harwood, Britt Sisson, 

Jo Benham, Jo Wauch, Karlee McMillan, Tom and Sam Bible, Ryan and Lachie Harris, Adam and Dene 

Bourke, Rogan and Lachie McPhie, Angus and Andrew Swan, Holly Harris, Scott Fittler, and Harrison 

Munday. What you immediately notice about that list is that it includes women and men and girls 

and boys of all ages and all abilities. That’s the thing about Wilko – he doesn’t care who it is, as long 



as they are willing to listen (and it has to be said that you end up doing a lot of listening!). And with 

Wilko, while developing fitness and riding skills is a basic goal, having fun and getting the right 

balance with the rest of your life is equally if not more important. 

Finally, Wilko’s impact on cycling goes much further than the club. In an official capacity he served as 

a State Commissaire between 1992 and 2013. And if you go away to a race with Wilko you quickly 

realise just how many people have gotten to know him over the years, and consider him as a friend. 

Even if you go away to a race without him, chances are someone will see you in your Armidale jersey 

and ask after Wilko. 

         

Between them, Jock, Col and Wilko have more than 90 years of membership of ACC, and each in 

their own way has made an enormous contribution to the Club. On behalf of all members, the 

Committee has great pleasure in welcoming them as Honorary Life Members. 


